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The necessity for inormal standards is well ill-istrated in all
radiographic work, and Dr. OSKAR KIRSCH has performed a
valuable service in producing a monogrraplh on the principles of
the ortlhodiagrammatic measuremenits of tlle lheart and thorax
in children.9 He gives the resuilts of measurements of 142
clhildren of all ages, presenting in tables the age, height, and

-eight, as well as the measurements Iobtainied, in an ortho-
diagram. He then analyses these results at lenigth, and in
various ways seeks to find some mathematical relationship
between otlher measurements of the body and those of the
heart. The last section of the book is concerned with this
sclematic representation of the size of the intrathoracic organs,
and the subject is discussed fully, with a large bibliography.
T elve orthodiagrams are included to illustrate various types
of child-ren and the size of their hearts.

The second number of the proceedings of the German
Society for the Study of the Circulation'0 containis discussionis
oIn a variety of subjects, and in this respect it resembles
closely the first number, whichi was reviewed in the British
Mcdical Journal of January 5th, 1929. The most attractive
contributions are those on oedema, for they take the form of
essavs and penetrate deeply into the problen.

Dr. DIETEL'S inaugural address on enuresis" gives a full ande
well-written suimmary of the maniy varieties of (auises to Whihel
this distressing complaint may be due in different cases, anid
adds a practical account of the various forms of treatment
prescribed for it or found useful in its management. The
)ook is an encouraging one to read, as the autlhoi- holds that,

in a; large percentage of cases, it may be cured, particularly
if its etiology can be set on a sound basis in any special
instance. He gives a full account of Cathelin's method of
treatment by epidural injections in the sacral region, using
normal salinie solution to the amount of 5 ol 10 c.cm.* he
llimself has treated 32 cases by this method, c'urincg 17 and
leaving only 4 uniimproved. The book should be read by all
medical men who have cases of enuresis to deal with.

The Local Government (Scotland) Act. 1929,12 by Mr. Wv. E.
WIIYTE solicitor, is a handbcok designed for the use of tlhose
(onerined witlh the administratioin of this AAt. It deals fnllv
with the administrative and fitnancial changes brongaht abcuf
by the Act, first, by a niarrative outline of the pTovisions. and,
secondly, by a reprint of the Act, with ftill iietes and referenices
Onl each section. Appendices anid an ample index complete a
verv useful and authoritative guide to the complexities of thte
new measure.

9 Griundlagen der orthodiagr.aphischeni HerIzgrosseni- sud Thora.rbreitep-
beurteimgu iou Kinudesalter. Von Dr. Oskar Kirsch. Berlin: S. Kar-ger.
1929. (Stup. roy. 8vo, pp. 110; 12 figrles. M.7.20.)

0 Ver1haulluungm'n der Deuutschen (UeRPelschaft fiii Kreislauuufforsethug. TI.
Tagtung. Iferamsgegeben vron Professor Dr. Brtinio Kiseli. DIresden und
Leipzig: T. Steinikopff. 1929. (Med. 8vo, pp. xv ±4- 177; 41 figrties, 1 plate.
R.M.15.)

It Das Bettfwissc'uu. Von Dr. med. Friedrieh Dietel. Miincten: J. F.
Lehmann. 1929. (6 x 9, Plp. 85; 6 figurles. M1.4.50.)

12 The Local (Gov;ernsment (Scotlau(l) Act, 19i9. By W. E. Whvte, O.B.E.,
Solicitor. Edinburgh and Glasgow: W". Hlodge an(l Co., Ltd. 1929. (Roy.
Bvo, pp. viii + 332. 25s. net.)

PREPA1RATIONS AND APPLIANCES.
A RADIUM NTEEDLE INTRODUCER.

DR. D. A. CROW (I{ove) writes: Messrs. Allen and Hanburys
Ltd. have constructed a radium needle iitro(lucer to my desigl,
and improved on details which I su'ggested. Its scope is
somewlhat limited to the application of radiumii to growths in
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the less accessib)le parts of the
pharynx (epiglottis, pyriformn
fossac), and possibly the uterus
aind recttim. Radium is .con-
venienitly introduced into the
tongule or tonsil region by
means of a more simnple intro-
duicer; lower down, in the /
oesophagus itself, some form
of initlubation seems the most >'
appropriate method. In the
middle region of the lower pharnvix. howevcr. I -have felt time
need of an iinstruiment wlhichl can be uised thronlih a direct
laryngoscope, anid the one suggested hias proved slenider enough
for this putpose; moreover. it affordds a very accurate ain.
The silk-threaded needle lies in a groove, A, in the sliaft, B.

It is held down by a spring, D, and propelled by a movablle bar, c,
thlrouigl a- cotuntersunk opening in the square-end(led, rough-
surfaced foot-piece, E, wihich is lheld firmly oni to time surface of

the growthi, all moivements being slow and gentle to avoid
danimage t-o the silk thread.
The samej firm hias also made at my suggestion a chromiium-

platedl head miiirror, .lwhich h.as the advantage over the silvered
glass mirror of beitng liglht anid non-breakable.

A SIMPLE AND INEXPENSIVE ELECTRIC STERILIZER.
Dr. E. M. R. FRAZER (Burton-on-Trent) writes Electric

sterilizers are expensive to buiy, and I have devised one from
.the followinig simple and' cheap inistrument, using one fislh-
kettle type sterilizer, a-bout 16 in. by 6 in. by 31- in., and(l
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costilg about 12s. 6(1. to 15s. Two electric " immersion
heaters of suitable voltage a-re employed, onie of 500 wvatts
loadling, the otlher 200 watts; tihey cost about 4s. gd. eacl.
Tthese lbeater's are simlilar in slhape anid size to an ordinary
tablespoon. An electrician will solder a heater into eachl
end of the sterilizer, intcorporating a switch in each le'ad, and
also a suitable plug or a(dapter for conniexion to supplv.

Thle vessel is fille(d withi w%ater anid both lheaters are switched
on ; the 'water boi!s in about seven miniutes. The 500-watt
heater is tlheni switche-d off, the low-power oiie being sufficient
to keen the water boiling.
The advantages are obvious-I1anaely, the low initial cost

(ab-out 26s.); ve:ry rapid boilinig ; anid the low cotnsumptioni of
curr1ent. Onte precaution is necessary: the lheaters must be
tinlder water whlien in use, before the current is swvitched on,
and the 'vessel must never be allowed to boil dry. Soldering
is niot necessarv, since if it is desired to use the heaters -for
anV other vessel they may simply be placed in the sterilize-
before use. The sketchies make the idea clear.

HIGII-TEN,sON TRANSFORTMERS FOR X-RAY WORK.
We lhave ofteni commenited oni tlhe amounit of well-condensed-1

anld useful iniformationi given in thie catalogtues of reptutable
manufacturers. Tlis is true of the latest catalogue to reaclh uis
fhom Watson anid Sons (Electro-Medical) Limiitezd, of Suiic House,
Parker Sitreet, Kinigsway, Lonidoni. The body of the catalogue\
consists of ani illustrated descr-iptioni of the varliouis types of high-
tenisioni tr anisfo rrnet s built by this fil-m, buit it is prefaced l.v
ani admirable accounit of thle principle underlyinig such transs-
formers anid their conistructioni anid contr-ol. High-tension trans-
formers. whieli convert the supply currenit received from tlhe
mains at a pressure of 100-250 volts to a current at a plressur-
of the cerder of 50,000 to 200,000 volts requlired to opeu-ate the
x-ray tube, have contributed greatly to simplificationi of x-r-ay
work by eliminatinig the vagaries anid uncertainties of the inductioni
coil. The methods of rectification, testinig, and rating ar-e seC
otut, as well as the forms of ratinig prescri!)ed in the Br-itish
stanidard specificationi initroduced by the Britislh Engineering
Stand;rds Association, to whlielh the tLransformers listed in tllis
cat alogue conform.

SOME PALATABLE PRE'ARATIONS.
We have received from Messrs. W-leys Limited (Coventry) a

number of recent preparationis. Elixir ephedi-ine co. is a palatable
liquiid p-eparatioll conitainillg 1/4 graini eplhedrinle pei fluid drlachln,
and also conitainis various tinctut-es. Aromtiatic ca!scara is a p-e-
paration of cascara sagrada almost devoi(d of bitter ness. Elixir
bromo-valerian co. is a palatable pr-eparation containing bromides
and various tinctuires. The saine firimi also senlds sarnples of
ruscol, an oinitmenit containilig ani organic compouniid of bisrnuths
aild birch tar, whicli is recommended for a -v-ariety of skin
diseases.

GLYCERIN OF THY MOL PASTILLES.
Compouniid glycerini of thymol pastilles (Messrs. Boots) ale a niew

varaiety of antiseptic pastille. Their- action iS chiefly due to the
presence of a powerfull nlew austiseptic (aulyl-meta-cresol), svhich)
has a Rideal-WValker coefficienlt of 250. Eachi pastihle conltainls tle'
equlivalenlt of 2v grains of purle phenlol. Ins spite of this powem-foll
anltiseptiC contenlt the pastilles -hlave a ple>asanlt flavour ande are
agreeable to use.


